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A St. Louis Post-Dispatch Best Book of 2007

“[W]e all set our sights on the Great American Novel …[Maltman] comes impressively close to laying his hands on the grail …wonderfully nuanced …beautifully expressed”—Madison Smart Bell, Boston Globe

“Thomas Maltman's debut novel, The Night Birds, soars and sings like a feathered angel … it should be listened to, its words allowed to take wing before coming to rest in your heart.”—Chicago Sun-Times

“Maltman's liquid prose paints a complete picture of the settlement of the Midwest … a remarkably poignant narrative in time, an elegant portrayal of a period little known in American history.” –Rocky Mountain News

“Maltman's prose and pacing flow from an expert hand. His gaze is unflinching and balanced …while there is much loss in the novel, in the end there is salvation.”— Denver Post

Thomas Maltman’s debut novel, THE NIGHT BIRDS (Soho Press; April 2008; $14.00), follows two generations of the Senger family, German immigrants who fled sectarian violence in Missouri to settle in the prairies of Minnesota. The intertwining narrative begins in 1876 when young Asa Senger’s world is altered by the return of his Aunt Hazel, long thought dead, after she is released from a mental institution. She comes bearing the secrets of a past that everyone else wants to forget. Through her stories, Asa learns the truth about his family and himself.
Spanning almost two decades, Hazel’s story begins with the Senger family’s initial flight to the Minnesota prairie, where they would soon befriend the neighboring – and now banished – Dakota Indians. This relationship would shape not only the Senger family, but the Dakota tribe as well, and play a role in the subsequent Great Sioux Uprising and mass execution of 38 Dakota Indians. Prefigured by the twin ravens Hunin and Munin – Memory and Understanding – from his dead grandfather’s treasured Grimm’s fairy tales, Asa soon learns that his own identity is bound up in his family’s lost history.
Maltman’s lyrical narrative skillfully blends historical events with one family’s personal struggles, creating an epic journey that readers won’t soon forget.

About the Author:

Thomas Maltman’s essays, poetry, and fiction have recently been published in many national literary journals. He hasan MFA from Minnesota State University, Mankato and he currently teaches creative writing and literature at Normandale Community College in the Twin Cities.  The Night Birds is his first novel.
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More Praise for The Night Birds

“The novel weaves effortlessly back and forth in time, chronicling the lives of the Sengers and the Dakotas, whose fate is tied to their own …Thanks to Maltman's gift for storytelling, we, too, can learn about the pain of this forgotten era.”
—St. Louis Post-Dispatch

“[L]uminously written and harrowing”—Minneapolis Star-Tribune

“The intercut storylines meander between captivity tale and bildungsroman, but Maltman's writing is most lucid when he explores the German folklore, Dakota mysticism, and pioneer spirituality that shape his characters' understanding of their own harsh world.”—Entertainment Weekly

“[A] superb debut”—Publishers Weekly Starred Review

“[A]s fascinating as it is tragic … flawless.”—Booklist

"Maltman succeeds admirably ... [a novel] earns our admiration for its ambition and tenacity.”—Library Journal
